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Ananda. King of Siam, followed by his brother, Bhoomipol, the present King, 
on Ananda's rc-assumption of the throne after the Japanese occupation. 




The three royal servants executed for complicity in the murder of King Ananda 
















At 9.20 a.m. on Sunday, 9 June 1946, amid 
the golden and bejewelled splendours of the 
Grand Palace in Bangkok, Ananda, the 
twenty-year-old King of Siam, descendant 
of the legendary Chakri Kings and of the 
line of the world’s oldest monarchy, was 
found shot through the head. By his hand 
was a -45 Colt pistol; in his forehead was a 
bullet hole from which the blood oozed 
thickly as his mother, demented with grief 
and horror, flung herself across the body. 

Who killed Ananda, King of Siam? A 
Government fell and a new-born demo¬ 
cracy was destroyed because of his death. 
Three men have been shot for their part 
in encompassing it, others have been 
accused of its planning or execution. The 
‘King’s Death Case’, one of the most 
baffling mysteries of modern times, is 
officially solved, officially closed. But still, 
over Siam and the precarious peace of Asia, 
hang doubt and fear—doubt whether 
justice was done at the fantastic regicide 
trial, fear that it was perverted by power- 
seeking politicians and ambitious soldiers, 
perhaps even by Royalty itself, and that 
vengeance will yet bring turmoil and 
bloodshed to the dead King’s country. 

Who killed Ananda? In The Devil's Discus 
Mr. Kruger is concerned with that simple 
question and the complexities which lead to 
as simple a solution. To find it, in a country 
where a police regime continues to terrorize 
witnesses into silence or the awe and love 
surrounding a semi-divine throne leads to 
an expedient disappearance, was an in¬ 
creasingly hazardous task. As he checked 
and cross-checked each new factual revela¬ 
tion, probed deeper and deeper towards the 
truth, pressures upon him to abandon his 
enquiry—not only from within Siam— 
grew stronger. Time and space took on 
surprising dimensions as the threads which 
composed the intricate pattern of that tragic 
June morning criss-crossed their way back 
to the 1920s and beyond, and from the 
Grand Palace across the world to France, 
Britain, America, India and Switzerland. 

Who, then, killed the King of Siam? It is 
easy to say that the answer, however 
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intriguing as an extraordinary, real-life 
‘whodunnit’, does not concern us, that it is 
another ‘quarrel in a far-away country’, and 
the never-never land of The King and I at 
that. It would also be gross folly. The 
stability of Siam, and her dollar and sterling 
boosted economy, is important to the West. 
For all her fairy-tale enchantment she is 
accounted a bastion against militant Com¬ 
munism; she houses the headquarters of 
SEATO; strategically she is important to 
the peace of the Far East and more imme¬ 
diately to the security of India, Malaysia, 
Australia and New Zealand, the Philippines 
and Japan. 

Yet even eighteen years afterwards, the 
suppressed disquiet engendered by the 
official solution of the King’s Death Case 
still threatens to topple the whole edifice and 
leave an all too familiar vacuum for Com¬ 
munist exploitation. The only way to 
remove that threat, to give Siam the oppor¬ 
tunity to move towards the democratic 
constitution once promulgated by the 
enigmatic statesmen accused of plotting 
Ananda’s murder, is officially to reopen the 
King’s Death Case, to find and publicly 
declare the truth, as we believe Mr. Kruger 
has done in his remarkable, fascinating 
book. 
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